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3. ISI Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to tine record appears below. Sliould tine clianges 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Arthur Garrett on August 3, 2010. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Claims 

Claims 20-22 have been canceled. 

The status identifier of each of claims 9, 13 and 17 has been changed from 
"(Withdrawn)" to --(Original)-. 

Claims 1 and 2 have been rewritten as follows: 

1 . (Currently amended) A cutlery set assembly comprising at least a 
first and a second item of cutlery made of resilient plastics material, one of said items of 
cutlery being a knife having a blade, wherein each item of cutlery has a cylindrical 
handle and a head, and wherein the handles are shaped such that they can be nested 
with each other and wherein, when in such a nested condition, the heads of the items 
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are adjacent one another at a same end of the assembly and the handle of the first 
outormoGt item extends outside of and more than halfway around the handle of the 
second item, thereby grasping the handle of the second item, whereby the items are 
held together in firm engagement in the nested condition. 

2. (Currently amended) A cutlery set assembly as claimed in claim 1 , 
further comprising wh i ch i nc l ud e s a third item of cutlery and wherein, when in the 
nested condition, the handle of the second item extends outside of and more than half 
way around the handle of the third item thereby grasping the handle of the third item, 
whereby the second and third items are held together in the nested condition.-. 

Claim 7 has been rewritten as follows: 

7. (Currently amended) A cutlery set assembly as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein the handle of the knife tapers towards an end of the blade of the knife to 
expose a sharp edge of the blade.-. 

Claim 14 has been rewritten as follows: 

-14. (Currently amended) A cutlery set assembly as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein a diameter of an outside of the handle of the second item is greater than an 
internal diameter of a hollow handle of the first first, outermost item when the handles 
are in an unnested condition.-. 
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Claim 16 has been rewritten as follows: 

1 6. (Currently amended) A cutlery set assembly as claimed in claim 1 , 
wherein the resilient plastics material is polypropylene.-. 

Claim 23 has been rewritten as follows: 

23. (Currently Amended) A cutlery set assembly comprising a first, a 
second and a third item of cutlery made of resilient plastics material, wherein each item 
of cutlery has a cylindrical handle and wherein the handles are shaped such that they 
can be nested with each other and wherein, when in the nested condition, the handle of 
the first item firot, outormoot, i tom extends outside of and more than half way around the 
handle of the second item s e cond, n e xt i nn e r, i t e m thereby grasping the handle of the 
second item, whereby the first and second items are held together in the nested 
condition^ and the handle of the second item extends outside of and more than half way 
around the handle of the third item th i rd, i nnermost, i tom thereby grasping the handle of 
the third item, whereby the second and third items are held together in firm engagement 
in the nested condition.-. 

Claims 28-31 have been rewritten as follows: 

28. (Currently amended) A cutlery set assembly comprising a spoon, a 
fork and a knife having a blade as items of cutlery and each made of resilient plastics 
material wherein each item of cutlery has a cylindrical handle, wherein the handles are 
shaped such that they can be nested with each other and wherein, when in such a 
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nested condition, the handle of an out e rmost one of the items extends outside of and 
more than halfway around the handles of an i nnor the other items thereby grasping the 
handle of one of the other [[inner]] items, whereby the items are held together in the 
nested condition, wherein the knife has a rib forming an extension of the blade that 
extends along an inside of a hollow handle of the knife and wherein the handles of the 
spoon and fork each have a slit running along the length of its handle and the slit of the 
spoon handle lies in register with the slit of the fork handle when the handles thereof are 
nested with each other so that the slits receive the rib of the knife, the handles of the 
fork and spoon being nested within the handle of the knife. 

29. (Currently amended) The cutlery set assembly as claimed in 
claim 28, wherein a head of at least one of the spoon and the and/or fork has a thicker 
cross-section than a cross-section of [[the]] its corresponding spoon handle and [[/or]] 
fork handle. 

30. (Currently amended) A cutlery set assembly comprising a first, a 
second and a third item of cutlery made of resilient plastics material, wherein each item 
of cutlery has a cylindrical handle and wherein the handles are shaped such that they 
can be nested with each other and wherein, when in the nested condition, the handle of 
the first item f i rst, outormoot, i tem extends outside of and more than half way around the 
handle of the second item second, n e xt i nn e r, i t e m thereby grasping the handle of the 
second item, whereby the first and second items are held together in the nested 
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condition^ and the handle of the second item extends outside of and more than halfway 
around the handle of the third item th i rd, i nnermost i tom thereby grasping the handle of 
the third item, whereby the second and third items are held together in the nested 
condition, wherein the first item is a knife having a blade and the second and third items 
each have a slit running along the length of their handles and wherein the blade of the 
knife is located in the slits of the second and third items when the items of the cutlery 
are in the nested condition^ and wherein the blade of the knife includes a rib joined to 
and extending along an inside of the handle of the knife^ and the rib is located in the 
slits of the second and third items when the items of cutlery are in a nested condition. 

31 . (Currently amended) A cutlery set assembly comprising at least a 
first and a second item of cutlery made of resilient plastics material, one of said items of 
cutlery being a knife having a blade, wherein each item of cutlery has a cylindrical 
handle and a head, at least the knife handle being hollow, and wherein the handles are 
shaped such that they can be nested with each other and wherein, when in such a 
nested condition, the heads of the items are adiacent one another at a same end of the 
assemblv and the handle of the first a first outermost item extends outside of and more 
than halfway around the handle of the second item, thereby grasping the handle of the 
second item, whereby the items are held together in the nested condition, wherein at 
least the second item ono of tho i toms of cutlery has a slit running along the length of jte 
[[the]] handle of sa i d at le ast one i tem , wherein the knife has a rib forming an extension 
of the blade and being joined to, and extending along, an inside of the [[a]] hollow 
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handle of the knife, and wherein in the nested condition, the rib of the knife is located in 
the slit extending along the handle of at least the second tho at l oaot ono item of 
cutlery.-. 

In the Specification 
Page 2, lines 24-27 have been deleted. 
Page 3, lines 1 5-1 7 have been deleted. 

Remarks 

3. The above changes to claims 1 and 31 adding limitations directed to the heads of 
the cutlery items have been added to clearly distinguish the claimed invention over the 
prior art, particularly Yakligian, pn 1 ,030,756. The other changes to the claims have 
been made to further clarify the claims, particularly with respect to 35 USC 112, and to 
correct informalities. The portions of the specification listed above have been deleted 
because they are redundant and/or inaccurate regarding the prior art patent being 
described. 

Further, the Examiner proposed that claims 20-22 directed to the knife be 
canceled in view of the newly cited prior art including German Publication 23 44 806. 
Applicant agreed to cancel these claims without prejudice to expedite matters in the 
present application. 

Further, due to the allowability of claim 1 , the restriction requirement has been 
withdrawn, and withdrawn claims 9, 13, 14, 16 and 17 have been rejoined. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clark F. Dexter whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4505. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on (571)272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Clark F. Dexter/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724 

cfd 

August 3, 2010 



